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'This fall, I'm reflecting with deep gratitude on all that God is doing at Amarillo CHANGE rIHROUGH AMARILLO CHILDREN’S HOME

Children’s Home. Together, we've seen growth, healing, and new opportunities

Tt Ferse to serve children across the Texas Panhandle. C

e s | | HILDREN Fall 2025
Through residential, family-style care, we served an increased number of children

this past fiscal year. We also saw growth in the total number of children served

annually, with many experiencing the joy of positive reunifications with their
Let us not families - a result we champion for kids and continually work toward. Others
found foster or adoptive homes, where they now flourish in love and stability.
become weary At the same time, we are expanding therapeutic interventions to strengthen
in doing gOOd, children and stabilize families.

for at the In July, we launched our Foster Care Homes program, which allows us to license
proper time floster f_amilies across t.he Texas Panhandle. 'There is a huge need for' more foster
. omes in our community. Our new program allows to not only recruit more foster
we will reap homes available to children, but to also support foster homes through our rich
a harvest if history of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and connect these families with the same
o (e [ community of support that has come around ACH for over 100 years!

give up. Our Supervised Independent Living program completed its first full year, guiding

young adults toward education, work, and independence. Our program for young
~ Galatians 6:9 adults is thriving and operating at capacity!

'Thank you for standing with us to change the ending for children in foster care.

With gratitude,

A4 A4
Y SAVE THE DATE Y Family Camp — Bear Trap Ranch & Cheyenne Mountain Zoo

ROOTS & WINGS

I March 3rd, 2025 :  5:45 pm Dinner  : Jamie Winship,
Jamie Winship Amarillo Civic Center : 6:30 pm Program Keynote

Jamie Winship has decades of is the key to resolving inner government, non-profit, and
experience bringing peaceful conflict and acquiring new levels other sectors. He is the author
solutions to some of the world’s of learning and creativity. His of the book Living Fearless.
highest conflict areas. unconventional efforts to bring
about societal and racial
reconciliation led him to

Jamie and his wife, Donna, are
co-founders of Identity Exchange, OUR MISSION:
law enforcement in the metro . : a training and consulting agenc

| Iraq, Pal 9 g agency
Washington DC area, Jamie I:iZTEZIZIBJ:gI?iQ’tP:ZqL’J Sa estine:  that helps individuals and teams
earned an MA if‘ English and ‘ ‘ discove‘r.new Ie\_/e|:5 of creativity Because of you, and by the grace of God, ACH can
developed a unique process Jamie has worked with leaders and resiliency within the boldlv f the chall £ th 100
called the Identity Method. This in professional sports, business, framework of true identity. oldly Tace the challenges of the nex years. ) )
process of identity transformation education, law enforcement, https://linktr.ee/identityexchange Together, we are ) (greater than). AmarilloChildrensHome.org

After a distinguished career in

To restore the identity of children so they can realize their great value and be a blessing to others.




AMARILLO
CHILDREN’S HOME

Amarillo Children’s Home began out of a single decisive
moment. In 1923, Dr. R Thomsen, minister for today’s
First Presbyterian Church, and some friends were meeting
for coffee. They saw 3 children crying outside, orphaned
and hungry. At this critical point, these men chose to act:
to feed and clothe the little ones and find them proper
care. As a result of that event, Amarillo Children’s Home
officially opened in March 1924.

OUR MISSION IN ACTION

Residential Care

We provide a safe, family-style home for children ages 5-18 who cannot live with

their families due to abuse, neglect, or other crises. Sibling groups and older

youth who are often the hardest to place, find stability, healing, and hope here, whether
they stay a few months or several years.

Supervised Independent Living

We guide young adults ages 18-21 who have aged out of traditional foster care
by living independently with roommates and the support of a caring life coach,
they learn independence with the security of a safety net.

Foster Care Program

Through our new Foster Care Homes program, we license and support local
families to become foster homes. These families provide safe, loving care for
children in need, helping them stay connected to their own communities.

THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT SUMMER

'The heartbeat of our summer creates childhood experiences that are filled
with purpose. From discovering courage at the Blue Hole to encountering
God at Family Camp, from pushing through challenges to experiencing
the joy of serving others during Mission Week, we saw our kids grow in
powerful ways. They didn’t just participate; they became difference makers

in the lives of those around them. What an incredible summer it has been!

BRINGING KiDS HOME:
An Update From Our Foster Care Program

We are thrilled to share some exciting news. Amarillo Children’s Home has
officially received our permit to launch our new foster care program! Right now,
we are walking alongside families as they complete training and prepare their

homes to welcome children in need. Our promise is simple: you'll never do this T dEa e
alone. From day one, we’ll surround you with encouragement, practical support, Director of Foster Care Homes

and a licensing process that moves quickly so kids don’t have to wait.

The need in our community is great. Nearly 40% of the 675 children from the Texas Panhandle in foster care
have been moved down south, far away from everything they know including friends, siblings, church, and
home. We believe our kids deserve to stay here, surrounded by the people and places that make them feel safe.

You don’t have to say yes to forever. But if you can say yes to a child for one year, you can be the reason a child
gets to stay close to home. And for today, saying yes is as easy as picking up the phone to learn more.

COMING HOME:
A Season of Reunification and Hope

In recent weeks, Amarillo Children’s Home has celebrated an increased number of
healthy reunifications; children returning to safe, stable homes with their families.

From the moment a child arrives at ACH, we begin working toward their
permanency goal. For some, that means returning home to family. For others, it
may mean joining a foster or adoptive family or preparing for independent living.

Cole Smith Whatever the plan, our role is to foster healthy relationships and help children

Programs Director

build the trust, resilience, and skills they’ll need for the future.

That healing journey starts with safety; making sure each child feels secure and cared for while recovering
from the trauma of abuse, neglect, or loss. It continues with intentional steps: coordinating therapy and
doctor’s appointments, supporting family and overnight visits, and guiding compassionate conversations that
prepare both children and caregivers for lasting connection.

'This summer, those intentional moments extended beyond the cottage walls. Through every excursion, group
gathering, campus-wide meal, and ministry time, our goal was to build and strengthen relationships-both
between children and their peers, and between children and the supportive adults in their lives. These shared
experiences became opportunities to practice communication, trust, and teamwork - the very building blocks
that make reunification or a new placement successful.

We've also seen this commitment to relationships transform lives in our Supervised Independent Living (SIL)
program, which is now close to reaching its current capacity. Designed for young adults in extended foster
care, SIL provides the guidance, encouragement, and practical skills needed for independence. Several of our
current residents transitioned directly from our Group Residential Operation into SIL, proof that when
relationships are nurtured and trust is built, young people are more likely to stay connected to supportive care
as they take their next steps toward adulthood.

Whether a child is returning home, joining a new family, or stepping into adulthood, these milestones are all
rooted in the same truth: relationships heal, restore, and prepare them for what’s ahead.




